Effect of intra-arterial CO2 insuffflation on occlusive arterial disease in the lower leg.
Twenty patients with a mean age of 79 years were followed over a period of 6 months after intra-arterial insufflation of CO2 in the lower extremity. All patients had severe peripheral occlusive arterial disease caused by atherosclerosis and were scheduled for amputation. A significant increase of the distal perfusion pressure was obtained in the majority of the cases resulting in pain relief and healing of ulcers and gangrenes.